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in the solidarity of the family as a whole. If her
husband's relatives cannot support her, a woman falls
back upon her own father or brothers. As long as
either family exists, and is able to support her, she
has an acknowledged place. If she has sons, both
she and they must remain with the husband's people.

The whole East understands the need of a woman's
having pin-money. In China, it is said, the proceeds
of cotton-picking, and no doubt also what comes of
the care of silk-worms; in India, such matters as the
sale of milk, cattle and fruit; and among Muham-
madans, eggs, chickens, and goat's milk, are all the
perquisites of the mistress of the household. Like the
French, the Eastern woman is often of an excessive
thrift, and her power of saving, by the accumulation
of small sums, is remarkable. That the women
require, in the interests of the home itself, to have a
store of their own, probably every man would admit.
Of course where the circumstances of the family are
of a grinding poverty, this cannot be.

It must be understood that the present age, in the
East even more than amongst ourselves, is one of
economic transition'. Fifty years ago there, as a
hundred and fifty years ago amongst ourselves, the1
main occupation of all women, and especially of
those of gentle birth, was spinning. I have mat many
;a man of high education whose childhood was gass-
ed in dependence on the secret earnings of, say, a